Animal Rights in the UK : A  summary of a lecture delivered at Doshisha University.
 The lecture set out:
 How, historically, great cruelty to animals was perpetrated in Europe, including animal fighting in the time of Shakespeare and much beyond: England was quite notorious in this regard;
 The Medieval belief that animals were natural servants of mankind; and
Later underpinning of this by philosophy which saw man as the centre of the universe. According to Rene Descarte,in the 17th Century, reason made man supreme: and animals were mere automata. Animals lacked consciousness, could not reason, reflect, participate in discourse, and consequently like machines lacked any moral significance in their own right. Kant still held to this view, but was of the opinion that we should not treat animals cruelly. Thus:” He who is cruel to animals becomes hard also in his dealings with men”。
Attitudes towards creatures lower on the scale of being was challenged by thinkers, such as David Hume( Enquiries 1777 ), who drew analogies between animals and humans and offered empirical evidence that animals could experience emotions such as love and hate; pride and humility “We might perhaps be at a loss to explain this phenomenon, if we had not experience of a similar in ourselves”。
Jeremy Bentham changed the discourse on animals by asking not whether they could reason but whether they could suffer ( An Introduction to the Principals of Morals and Legislation 1789 ). The utilitarian model being that suffering should only be inflicted in proportion to necessity。 
In his “Commentaries of the Laws of England” (1769), William Blackstone saw the law as recognizing only rights of property in animals: none existed to prevent their suffering。
 19th Century attitudes to animals changed radically due to the influence of the utilitarians, the activities of campaigners to change the law, the works of some popular poets including William Wordsworth, a long reigning monarch, Queen Victoria, who was sympathetic to animals, and what might be seen as sentimentalisation of animals in  poetry, including some of the works of Wordsworth, popular culture and art. Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution was also important in that it challenged the previous wide separation of humans from animals.
In the 19th Century, organizations such as the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (1823) (which later became the RSPCA) and the Battersea Dogs home (1860) were set up. In 1891 the National Canine Defence League was founded. The Cat Protection League was later established in 1927. These organizations aimed to prevent cruelty to animals and the organizers were often social reformers as well as animal welfare campaigners.

In 1822 Richard Martins Act to prevent the Cruel and Improper Treatment of Cattle was passed by Parliament. It was the first parliamentary legislation for animal welfare in the world and was expanded in scope by amendments in 1835 and 1849. In the 19th Century court decisions made it possible to create charitable trusts with the object of maintaining animals. The Protection of Animals Act 1911 made it an offence to cause any unnecessary suffering to any domestic or captive animal. It, however, contained three exceptions : animal experiments, governed by the Cruelty to Animals Act１８７６,  superceded by the Animals(Scientific Experiments) Act 1986; any act in the course of destruction or preparation for destruction of any food for mankind unless accompanied by the infliction of unnecessary suffering( Welfare of Animals Slaughter or killing Regulations 1995 and hunting( now covered by the Hunting with Dogs Act 2005).
 Other animal welfare provisions were then summarized at this point in the lecture. 
The Animal Welfare Bill was then described.  The government has announced that it will introduce legislation which will bring together and modernize all welfare legislation concerning farmed and non-farmed animals. Among other things it will introduce a duty on owners and keepers of all vertebrate animals – not just farmed animals (as at present) – to promote the welfare of animals in their care. It will mean that where necessary those　responsible for the enforcement of welfare laws will be able to take action where an animal, although not currently suffering, is in a situation where its welfare is threatened. ( the Bill was introduced into the House of Commons on the 14th October, 2005 ).
 Some current issues surrounding animal rights were next explained:

Civil disobedience in breaking the new law (The Hunting with Dogs Act, 2005) against hunting animals.

Should shooting wild animals be made unlawful?

To what extent should animal activists go to prevent animal experiments for medical purposes? Acts of terrorism(can they ever be justified?) and the governments response with new public order laws.
 Finally, some modern thoughts on animal rights were outlined:
Peter Singer, (Practical Ethics 1979) a utilitarian position which has led to controversy、especially with its assertion that some animals might have a greater right to life than some human beings.
Tom　Regan ("The Case for Animal Rights 1983”), an approach ,not grounded in utilitarianism, but based on animals having a consciousness, and with it ability to think and plan actions ,thus entitling them to rights.
Steven Wise ("Rattling the Cage 2000),argues that higher primates, such as chimpanzees and bonobos should be given rights as legal persons.
