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3.1.2 Clark1973 : “moving ego metaphor” vs. “moving time metaphor”

... Time can be viewed as a highway consisting of a succession of discrete events.
We humans are seen in one of two ways with respect to this highway: either (1) we
are moving along it, with future time ahead of us and the past behind us; or (2)
the highway is moving past us from front to back. These two metaphors might be
called the moving ego and moving time metaphors, respectively.... for moving ego,
the equations are front = ‘future’ and back = ‘past’, whereas for moving time, the

equations are front = ‘past’ and back = ‘future’.
(Moore 1973: 28-64)
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3.1.3 Nunez and Sweetser 2006

I.... Dynamic models appear to be quasi-universal cross-culturally, as does the
generalization that in ego-reference-point models, FUTURE IS IN FRONT OF
EGO and PAST IS IN BACK OF EGO. The Aymara language instead has a
major static model of time wherein FUTURE IS BEHIND EGO and PAST IS
IN FRONT OF EGO.

(Ndfiez and Sweetser 2006:1)

S 7 A4~ 7% (Aymara) : an Amerindian language spoken in the

Andean highlands of western Bolivia, southeastern Peru,
and northern Chile. (Nufez and Sweetser 2006:2)
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II. Temporal uses of nayra

(1) nayra mara (“last year”)
eye/sight/front year
(2)  ancha nayra pacha -na (“a long time ago”)
a lot eye/sight/front  time in/on/at
(3) nayra pacha (“past time”)
eye/sight/front time

(Ntfiez and Sweetser 2006:15)

. Temporal uses of qghipa

(4)  qhipa uru (“a future day”)
back/behind day

(5) aka-ta ghipa uru (“from now on”)
this from back/behind day

(6) qghipa mara  -na (“in the next [immediately future] year”)
back/behind year in/on/at

(Ntfiez and Sweetser 2006:16)

IV. Aymara speakers still gesture forward when talking about the past and
backward when talking about the future.

(Ntfiez and Sweetser 2006:41)

V....PAST IS IN FRONT in Aymara because the past is known, and the area in
front of the speaker is seen. This invokes the KNOWLEDGE IS VISION meta-
phor discussed earlier, mapping a known period of time or sequence of events
onto a visually accessible physical area. ...Aymara speakers understand the
future as behind them because it is unknown.

(Ntfiez and Sweetser 2006:15-38)
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